
 

 

Borderpol’s Tips to Travelers: You and your Passport 

 

 

Your passport is the single most important photo identity document you have when you travel to a foreign 

country. This little booklet ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ άǇŀǎǎǇƻǊǘέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ literally enables you to pass through the port of entry of 

any given country that you might wish to visit or transit. Every year tens of thousands of passports are lost, stolen, 

altered and counterfeited.  Many of these passports end up in the hands of organized crime groups and terrorists. 

These documents are an extremely valuable commodity within the international criminal community. They are an 

integral part of their criminal tool kit. Stolen, lost and altered passports are commonly used to facilitate dozens of 

illicit activities. For example they include trafficking in women and children, smuggling drugs and weapons and a 

variety of illegal migration schemes to name but a few.  Known terrorists have limited mobility and will assume the 

identities of the legal passport holders in order to avoid detection and travel freely. 

To counter these nefarious activities Borderpol member officials serving at airports and border crossings are well 

equipped to detect passports that are reported lost or stolen and are trained to filter out imposters using altered 

or counterfeited documents. This can sometimes make for long lineups as the screening process is quite labour 

intensive. However you can help to reduce this crime and help make the line ups shorter in the process. 

IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ .ƻǊŘŜǊǇƻƭΩǎ nine tips to travelers regarding you and your passport.  

1. Make two photocopies of the photo and data page(s) of your passport before you leave. Keep one with 

you separately from your passport leave the other at home in a safe place.  

2. Never permit your passport to be kept by third parties such as hotels for security or administrative 

purposes. 

3. If your passport has a place for you to write your name in it do so with indelible black ink. Do not include 

your home address or personal phone number. 

4. Keep your passport separate from other forms of identification such as credit cards or drivers permits. 

5. Avoid the use of vanity or camouflage covers. Officials will make you remove it to ensure authenticity and 

it will slow down the screening process. 

6. If your passport is lost or stolen report it immediately to the local police authorities and your home 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ consular representative. 

7. Do not use your passport pages as a personal notebook and do not put personal stickers or stamps on the 

covers or the pages.  

8. Keep in mind the expiry date of your passport. Countries have varying entry and/or exit rules which are 

determined by the expiry date. 

9.  Do not leave your passport unattended in your hotel room. Internationally recognized hotel chains have 

safe storage facilities ς use them. 
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